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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

The Border Collie Society of America welcomes new members who wish to work with us to preserve
the working ability and health of Border Collies.

If you would like to join our club, remember that we are a volunteer organization and will be very happy
to find a job you would enjoy doing.

There are three types of membership offered:
 Individual - $50: This membership is for individuals 18 years of age or older who subscribe to the

purpose of this Club and who are in good standing with the American Kennel Club. This
membership shall be given all rights and privileges as stated in the Bylaws and allows one (1) vote.

 Household - $60: This membership is available to households consisting of 2 people 18 years or
older who subscribe to the purpose of this Club and are in good standing with the American Kennel
Club. This membership shall be given all rights and privileges as stated in the Bylaws and allows
two (2) votes.

 Junior - $15: This membership is available to individuals between the ages of 10 and under 18
years of age. This membership may not vote, hold office or be counted in any quorum.

 Affiliate Club - $60
 Foreign Individual - $75 -- Foreign Household - $85

APPLICATION PROCEDURE
 All applicants must complete official Membership Application/Profile form and read the Code of

Ethics, Bylaws and Club Information.
 Each candidate must have a sponsor who is a BCSA member in good standing. The sponsor

should complete and sign the Sponsorship Form. If you need a sponsor, contact Kathy Sours,
Membership Chair 309-693-6331 for suggestions. The sponsorship form must be mailed directly to
the membership chair and must be complete before any application will be considered. BCSA
members who wish to sponsor someone for membership should contact the membership chair and
provide the name and address of the person they wish to sponsor. The membership chair will then
mail the application packet to the appropriate people. The sponsor should mail the sponsor form
directly to the Membership Chair.

 Before any application will be accepted, it:
1. Must be made on the official, current application provided by the membership chair.
2. Must be complete including all signatures of applicants applying.
3. Must be sent along with the proper fees.
4. Must have a Sponsorship Form submitted to the Membership Chair.
Applications not meeting these requirements will be returned to applicant.

 Please type or print clearly your Membership and Profile, applicant or applicants (if household
membership) should sign and mail the Application along with the membership fee to: BCSA
Membership Chair - Kathy Sours - 3821 W Charter Oak Rd - Peoria, IL 61615 - 309.693.9331.
Your sponsor must complete and mail the Sponsorship Form in order for your application to be
processed.



CODE OF ETHICS

Purpose: In order to achieve the Mission of the Society, the following Code of Ethics is established to
act as a model of behavior for the membership. As a democratic society with a board and far reaching
vision of the future, our aim is to provide guidelines that will facilitate responsible breeding and selling of
Border Collies, further conscientious ownership of the breed, and lastly, foster cordial, mutually
supportive relations between the individuals that The Society is comprised of. The four primary areas
of interest covered by this code are Breeding, Selling, Ownership, and Conduct. The Society
acknowledges that circumstances often arise that call for flexible, innovative behavior. Therefore, in all
questions of ethics, covered or not covered by this Code, the member shall act solely in the best
interests of the breed, in good conscience, and motivated by good intentions. Finally, The Society
requires the membership as individuals and as a whole to willingly aid any Border Collie owner in
upholding these interests.

Breeding: The aim of any mating is to improve the breed. Therefore, dogs and bitches must be of
suitable age (BCSA strongly recommends breeding stock be at least two years old) of general overall
good health and intelligence, certified free from hereditary eye defects and hip dysphasia, of good
temperament, and with sound structure and bite. The owner of the sire is as responsible as the owner
of the dam in all matters of the welfare of the offspring. The terms and conditions of the mating must be
clear to all parties prior to mating. Proper documentation of the mating is also essential.

Selling: All Border Collies sold shall be in good health and of a suitable age to leave litters (7 weeks old
minimum age recommended), properly documented (pedigree and registration). The terms and
conditions of the sale shall be clearly outlined, with written instructions on feeding, health, training, and
grooming being provided by the seller. Advertising must be of an honest and informative nature and
the price of the dog reasonable, according to the quality, the achievements, the bloodlines, and the
potential of the dog. Sellers are obligated to take back or help re-home any dog they sell, regardless of
the reason of circumstance necessitating return. Sellers shall keep a record of names and addresses
of all buyers, offering support and advice to all. It is prohibited to sell, consign or donate dogs to
commercial dog wholesalers, retailers (pet shops), laboratories, or raffles. Moreover, Sellers should
refrain from selling to unethical breeders or persons whose intentions are unknown or suspect.

Ownership: Owners shall ensure their Border Collies receive appropriate immunizations, any necessary
veterinary care, and adequate nutrition. Owners shall ensure their dogs receive proper training and
control, preventing any charges of public endangerment or nuisance. Any public fouling will be
immediately cleaned up. All dogs will be properly licensed according to community regulations.
Owners will advise Breeders if any hereditary diseases or conditions arise, providing copies of
veterinary documentation or correspondence. Owners will never abandon their Border Collies. When
dogs cannot be kept, the Owner will contact the Breeder for possible return or help in re-homing.
Failing that, the Owner shall contact the BCSA for Border Collie Rescue assistance. The last resort will
be the local humane society.

Conduct: The Mission and the Vision of the Border Collie Society of America must be uppermost in the
minds of members. All actions in regard to the dogs, fellow members and the general public must
consider the best interests of the breed. Conduct shall be positively directed towards educating the
public about the breed, improving one's own knowledge about the breed, and demonstrating good
sportsmanship. Degrading another member's kennel or stock with malicious intent is prohibited. It is
further prohibited to threaten any members, their Border Collies or their property IN ANY FASHION.
The BCSA advocates public release of information regarding any aspect of breeding as long as that
information is released with permission of all parties involved and accompanied by proper professional
documentation. For example, if a Border Collie is found to be affected with PRA, the owner should
provide veterinary documentation, ensuring that both the owner of the sire and dam are also notified.
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Actions such as altering, hiding, or destroying information/certification are also prohibited. Gossip,
hearsay and innuendo are discouraged. Facts, official results, and professional communications are
encouraged.

Enforcement and Discipline: It is the responsibility of each member to make an inquiry concerning
suspected violations of this Code of Ethics. Should such a violation appear to exist, the Board of
Directors should be notified and action taken in accordance with Article VI, Section 2 of the Constitution
and By-Laws of the Border Collie Society of America, Inc. Board members may not take an active part
in decisions that personally affect them. By adhering to this Code of Ethics, we will accomplish the
Mission of the Border Collie Society of America, Inc. and reach the Vision for which we all strive.

From the BCSA Constitution and By-Laws:
Any member may prefer charges against another member for alleged misconduct prejudicial to the best
interests of the Club or the breed. The Board shall rule on the charges and award appropriate
disciplinary action not excluding suspension or expulsion.



CONSTITUTION AND BY LAWS
Revised and Approved October 12, 2002

CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE I Name and Objectives

Section 1: The name of the Club shall be the Border Collie Society of America, Inc.

Section 2: The objectives of the Club shall be

a. to further understanding of the disease, defects, injuries and other ailments that afflict dogs in general and the
Border Collie in particular;

b. to encourage and promote the quality of purebred Border Collies, emphasizing the breed's natural herding
ability as well as soundness;

c. to encourage the organization of independent local Border Collie Specialties under the American Kennel Club
requirements;

d. to promote the public's knowledge and appreciation of dogs in general and Border Collies in particular;
e. To produce, publish, and distribute to the general public educational materials about the proper care,

treatment, breeding, health, development and training of Border Collies;
f. to encourage and foster interest and participation in the training, exhibiting, and trialing of all Border Collies;
g. to conduct sanctioned and licensed specialty shows and matches, herding tests and trials, obedience trials,

tracking tests, and agility trials under the rules of the American Kennel Club;
h. to assist Border Collie rescue organizations in the adoption of Border Collies into suitable homes; and
i. to conduct a Club that promotes good fellowship and sportsmanship as well as to provide for the pleasure and

recreation of its members.

Section 3 BCSA shall not be conducted or operated for profit, and no part of any profits or remainder of residue
from dues or donations to the Club shall inure to the benefit of any member or individual.

Section 4 The members of the Club shall adopt, and may from time to time revise, such By-laws as may be
required to carry out these objectives.

BY-LAWS

ARTICLE I Membership

Section 1 Eligibility: Membership shall be open to all persons who subscribe to the objectives of this Club. There
shall be five types of membership as described below:

a. Individual. Regular membership shall be open to all persons 18 years of age or older who subscribe to the
purpose of this Club and who are in good standing with the American Kennel Club. This membership is for
individuals. This membership shall be given all rights and privileges as stated in the By-laws and allows one
(1) vote.

b. Household. This membership is available to household members who are in good standing with the American
Kennel Club. Members 18 years or older shall be given all rights and privileges as stated in the By-laws and
allows two (2) votes.

c. Junior. Junior membership is available for individuals between the ages of 10 and under 18 years of age. This
membership may not vote, hold office, or be counted in any quorum.

d. Honorary. Honorary membership shall be open to all persons who have made a significant contribution to the
Border Collie and/or the Border Collie Society of America. This membership provides no rights or privileges
nor voting privileges as stated in the By-laws.

e. Affiliate Club. Affiliate Club membership shall be open to local Border Collie Clubs who are eligible to hold
AKC licensed events, and who expressly agree to abide by these by-laws. An applicant for club membership
must file an application with the Membership Chair of the BCSA, along with such documentation as may be
required by the Board of Directors. Local Border Collie Clubs shall be entitled to one representative to each
meeting of the Club membership, and the local Club shall designate who its representative shall be. Each
local Border Collie Club shall be entitled to one vote if its membership includes 49 or fewer households and
two votes if its membership includes 50 or more households.
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Section 2 Dues. Membership dues may be changed from time to time at the discretion of the Board of Directors.
Dues are payable on or before the last day of January each year. Neither Honorary nor Lifetime members shall
pay annual dues. ["Lifetime" refers only to those who already hold such membership. It is no longer available as a
membership category.] No member may vote whose dues are not paid for the current year. Members who join
BCSA subsequent to July 15 of each year shall pay half dues for the year in which they join. During the month of
December the Membership Chair shall send to each regular member who has not yet paid dues for the following
year, separately or included with the BCSA newsletter, a statement of his/her dues for the ensuing year.

Section 3 Election to Membership. Each application for membership shall apply on a form as approved by the
Board of Directors and which shall provide that the applicant agrees to abide by the Constitution, By-laws, Code
of Ethics, Mission of the BCSA, and the rules of the American Kennel Club. The application shall state the name,
address, and phone number of the applicant. The prospective member shall submit dues payment for the current
year.

Applicants shall be approved by the Board of Directors. An application which has received a negative vote by the
Board may be presented at the next Annual Meeting of the Club and the members may elect such applicant by
secret ballot and a favorable vote of 75% of the members present.

Section 4 Termination of Membership. Memberships may be terminated, with no fees or moneys refunded, in the
following ways:
a. by resignation. Any member in good standing may resign from the Club upon written notice to the

Membership Chair; but no member may resign when in debt to the Club. Dues obligations are considered a
debt to the Club and they become incurred on the first day of each fiscal year.

b. by lapsing. A membership will be considered as lapsed and automatically terminated if such member's dues
remain unpaid 30 days after the first day of the fiscal year; however, the Board may grant an additional 60
days grace to such delinquent members in meritorious cases. In no case may a person be entitled to vote
whose dues are unpaid. Those members whose dues are in danger of lapsing must be notified via written
notice of this condition by the Membership Chair.

c. by expulsion. A membership may be terminated by expulsion as provided in Article VI of these By-laws.

Section 5 Use of Club Materials. No member of the Club may incur indebtedness on the part of the Border Collie
Society of America without approval of the Board. Use of the Club stationery, past or present, or logos and
insignia of the BCSA, Inc., by any person other than current officers and members of the Board of Directors, or
anyone specifically authorized by the Board of Directors, is prohibited. Use of such stationery for any purposes
other than the official business of this Club is prohibited.

Section 6 Member in Good Standing. A Member in Good Standing is one whose dues payments are current and
who is not currently under disciplinary action by the BCSA or the AKC.

ARTICLE II Meetings

Section 1 Annual Meetings. The annual meeting of the Club shall be in September, October, or November in
conjunction with the Club's Specialty Show if possible, at a place, date and hour designated by the Board of
Directors. Written notice of the annual meeting shall be mailed by the Corresponding Secretary to each member
at least 30 days prior to the date of the meeting and may be done via announcement in the newsletter. The
quorum for such meetings shall be 20% of the members in good standing.

Section 2 Special Club Meetings. Special Club meetings may be called by the President, or by a majority vote of
the members of the Board who are present at a meeting of the Board or who vote by mail; and shall be called by
the Corresponding Secretary upon receipt of a petition signed by 10% of such members of the Club who are in
good standing. Such meetings shall be held at such place, date, and hour as may be designated by the Board of
Directors. Written notice of such meeting shall be mailed by the Corresponding Secretary at least 14 days and not
more than 30 days prior to the meeting. The notice of the meeting shall state the purpose of the meeting and no
other business may be transacted. A quorum for such a meeting shall be 20% of the members in good standing.



CONSTITUTION AND BY LAWS – Page Three

Section 3 Board Meetings. The first meeting of the new Board shall be held in January following its election. Other
meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held at such time and place as are designated by the President or by
a majority vote of the entire Board. Written notice of each such other meeting shall be mailed by the
Corresponding Secretary to each member of the Board at least 14 days prior to the date of the meeting. The
quorum for a Board Meeting shall be a majority of the Board, and meetings may occur in person, or via video
conference or teleconference. Between meetings business and voting may occur by mail, by FAX, or by electronic
media including, but not restricted to, electronic mail and electronic meeting, providing that all Board members
have access to and agree to use the chosen media, and that they use a password developed by the Board in
order to verify that they are, in fact, eligible Board members. In order to ensure that Board members are receiving
communications appropriately, each message sent must be responded to by the receiving Board member. Items
voted upon by telephone must be confirmed in writing within 7 days to the Recording Secretary.

ARTICLE III Directors and Officers

Section 1 Board of Directors. The Board shall be comprised of the President, Vice-President, Recording
Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, Immediate Past President (who shall be a voting member of the
Board), Delegate to the American Kennel Club (who shall be a non-voting member of the Board), and two other
persons, all of whom shall be members in good standing who are residents of the United States. No two members
of the same family shall serve on the Board of Directors at the same time. The general management of the Club's
affairs shall be entrusted to the Board of Directors.

All members of the Board of Directors shall be elected for two year terms as provided for in Article IV and shall
fulfill their positions as described in Section 2 of this Article, until their successors take office, with the exception of
the Past President. The immediate Past President may not run for office until the term as Past President is
completed.

Section 2 Officers. The Club's officers, consisting of the President, Vice-President, Recording Secretary,
Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer shall serve in their respective capacities both with regard to the Club and
its meetings and the Board and its meetings.
a. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Club and of the Board, and shall have the duties and

powers normally assigned to the office of President in addition to those particularly specified in these By-laws.
The President shall have the right to call meetings, appoint special committees, and coordinate officers,
committees and Board.

b. The Vice-President shall have the duties and exercise the powers of the President in case of the President's
death, absence or incapacity. This person shall assist the President in any manner which the President
deems necessary.

c. The Recording Secretary shall keep a record of all meetings of the Club, meetings of the Board, votes taken
by mail, and matters of which a record shall be ordered by the club. The Recording Secretary shall maintain a
current master file of all necessary business and legal forms used by the Club, and shall carry out such other
duties as are prescribed in these by-laws. Upon passage of the splitting of the position of Secretary into that
of Recording Secretary and Corresponding Secretary, the current Secretary shall serve as Corresponding
Secretary and a Recording Secretary shall be appointed by the board to serve until the next election of
officers.

d. The Corresponding Secretary shall handle all correspondence directed to the club, shall notify members of
meetings, direct the Membership Chair to notify new members of their election to membership, notify officers
and Directors of their election to office, and carry out such other duties as are prescribed in these by-laws.

e. The Treasurer shall collect and receive all moneys due to the Club and shall report to the members of the
Club, at every meeting, the condition of the Club's financial status. Monies shall be deposited in a bank
approved by the Board, in the name of the Club. The books (bills, receipts, bank statements, check registers,
general ledger) shall at all times be open to inspection of the Board, the Finance Committee, or Board-
appointed auditor, and a report of the condition of the Club's finances and every item of receipt or payment
not before reported shall be given at every meeting of the Board; and at the annual meeting an accounting
shall be rendered of all monies received and expended in the current fiscal year. The reports of the Treasurer
shall be published in the Club newsletter. The Treasurer shall be bonded in such amount as the Board of
Directors shall determine.

f. The Delegate to the American Kennel Club shall represent the Club and its interests at the meetings of the
American Kennel Club. The Delegate shall serve as a non-voting member of the Board.
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Section 3 Vacancies. Any vacancies occurring in the officers of the Board during the year shall be filled until the
next election by a majority vote of all the then members of the Board; except that a vacancy in the office of
President shall be filled automatically by the Vice-President and the resulting vacancy in the office of Vice-
President shall be filled by election by the Board.

Section 4 Terms of Office. No member may remain on the Board for more than four consecutive two-year terms.
Serving out an unexpired term shall not be considered as one of the four.

Section 5 Removal. A member of the Board may be removed from the Board for failure to attend three meetings
without sufficient cause, or for failure to perform the duties of the office. The AKC Delegate may be removed for
failure to attend meetings of AKC Delegates without sufficient cause. Removal requires a vote of two-thirds (2/3)
of the remaining members of the Board. The resulting vacancy shall be filled as described in Section 3 of this
article.

Section 6 Committee Oversight. Each member of the Board shall have oversight of one or more committees, as
assigned by the Board. The Board member shall report to the rest of the Board on the activities of the committees
of which she or he has oversight.

ARTICLE IV The Club Year, Voting, Nominations, Elections

Section 1 The Club's fiscal and official year shall begin on the first day of January and end on the last day of
December. The elected Officers and Directors shall take office on January 1 following the election, and each
retiring officer shall turn over to his/her successor in office all properties and records relating to that office within
fourteen (14) days of the new Board taking office.

Section 2 Voting. At the Annual Meeting or at a Special Meeting of the Club voting shall be limited to those
members in good standing who are present at the meeting, except for the election of Officers and Directors and
amendments to the Constitution and By-laws, and the Standard for the breed, which shall be decided by written
ballot cast by mail. Voting by proxy shall not be permitted. The Board of Directors may decide to submit other
specific questions for decisions of the members by written ballot cast by mail.

Section 3 Elections. The election of Officers and Directors and Delegate to the American Kennel Club, shall be
conducted by secret ballot. For ballots to be valid, they must be received by the Recording Secretary no later than
September 21.

The nominated candidate receiving the greatest number of votes for each office shall be declared elected. If any
nominee, at the closing deadline for ballots, is unable to serve for any reason, such nominee shall not be elected
and the vacancy so created shall be filled by the new Board of Directors in the manner provided by Article III,
Section 3.

Section 4 Nominations and Ballots. No person may be a candidate in a Club election who has not been
nominated in accordance with these By-laws. A Nominating Committee shall be chosen by the President and
approved by the Board of Directors on or before May 1. The Committee shall consist of five members from
different areas of the U.S.A., all members in good standing, no more than one of who may be a member of the
current Board of Directors. The Corresponding Secretary shall immediately notify the committee members of their
selection. The President shall name a Chair for the Committee and it shall be such person's duty to call a
committee meeting. The President (with approval of the Board of Directors) shall also appoint Inspectors of
Election on or before September 1. Three persons (as well as three alternates) shall be appointed to serve. The
duties of the Inspectors shall be to count the ballots for the annual election. The Inspectors shall be members in
good standing who are not members of the current Board of Directors or candidates on the ballot, nor members of
the Nominating Committee, nor the Membership Chair. In any year in which the Board determines it is financially
feasible, the Board may hire a balloting service to mail ballots and/or act as the Inspectors of Election.
a. The Nominating Committee shall nominate from among the eligible members of the Club candidates for each

office and for each position on the Board of Directors and shall procure the acceptance of each nominee so
chosen. The Committee should consider geographical representation of the membership on the Board to the
extent that it is practical to do so. The Committee shall then submit its slate of candidates to the
Corresponding Secretary who shall print the list, including the full name of each candidate, his/her
qualifications and the name of the state in which he/she resides. This shall be sent to each member of the
Club on or before July 1, either separately or in the BCSA newsletter, so that additional nominations may be
made by the members if they so desire.
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b. Additional nominations of eligible members may be made by written petition addressed to the Corresponding
Secretary and received on or before August 1, signed by ten members in good standing and accompanied by
the written acceptance of each such additional nominee signifying his/her willingness to be a candidate.

c. If no valid additional nominations by written petition are received on or before August 1, the Nominating
Committee's slate shall be considered to have been elected unanimously and no balloting will be necessary.

d. If one or more valid additional nominations are received on or before August 1, the Corresponding Secretary
shall, on or before September 1, mail or have mailed to each member in good standing a ballot listing all of
the nominees for each position in alphabetical order, with the names of the states in which they reside, and a
brief biography and position statement (not to exceed one single-spaced typewritten page) from each
nominee. The ballots shall be mailed separately or included in the BCSA newsletter, together with one blank
envelope and one return envelope addressed to the Recording Secretary marked "Ballot" and bearing the
name of the member to whom it was sent. So that the ballots may remain secret, each voter, after marking
their ballot, shall seal it in the blank envelope which in turn shall be placed in the second envelope addressed
to the Recording Secretary. Household memberships are allowed two votes and will be given two ballots, two
blank envelopes, and two envelopes addressed to the Recording Secretary. Only ballots received by the
Recording Secretary on or before September 21 shall be counted toward the election. Upon receipt of the
ballots, the Recording Secretary shall check the returns against the list of members whose dues are paid for
the current year prior to opening the outer envelopes and removing the blank envelopes, and shall certify the
eligibility of the voters. After certifying the eligibility of the voters, the Recording Secretary shall turn the ballots
over to the Inspectors of Election for the counting of the ballots. The Inspectors of Election shall count the
ballots on a date no later than October 15, and the results of the voting will be announced in the newsletter.
The meeting for counting of these ballots is to be open to the inspection of all interested Club members. In the
case that the Recording Secretary is running for office, the duty of verifying ballots for eligibility will pass to a
person who is not running for office and who is appointed by the Board.

e. Nominations cannot be made in any manner other than as provided above.
f. In the case of a tie, the tie will be broken by "drawing lots." This will be done by having one of the Inspectors

of Election draw a name from a hat. The necessity of this event shall be announced to the membership, and a
date set for the drawing of lots no later than November 30. The meeting to be held for the drawing of lots shall
be open to all members of the Club. The candidates shall be permitted to attend to observe, or to appoint
someone to represent them at the meeting.

ARTICLE V Committees

Section 1 The President may each year appoint standing committees, approved by the Board of Directors, to
advance the work of the Club in such matters as dog shows, herding tests and trials, obedience trials, tracking
tests, agility trials, newsletter, trophies, annual prizes, membership and other fields which may be well served by
committees. Such committees shall always be subject to the final authority of the Board. Special committees may
also be appointed by the Board to aid it on particular projects.

Each committee shall have a Board Member to whom it reports and who is responsible for oversight of the
committee and for reporting on the activities of the committee to the Board. Each committee shall annually submit
a budget to the Board of Directors for approval. Expenditures beyond those approved in the budget must be
approved by the Board before those expenditures may be made.

Section 2 Any committee appointment may be terminated by a majority vote of the full membership of the Board
upon written notice to the appointee, and the Board may appoint successors to those persons whose services
have been terminated.

Section 3 The Membership Chair shall be appointed by the Board of Directors and shall be responsible for
processing membership requests, presenting applicants to the Board, certifying eligibility of members for voting,
and for maintaining a current master membership roster. The Membership Chair shall forward to the Treasurer a
complete accounting of dues received along with all monies collected.

Section 4 Each committee chair shall provide a written annual report (not to exceed one page) to be made
available to the Board of Directors and to the membership at the annual meeting. Each annual report shall include
a summary of the committee's work in the preceding year as well as a summary of expenditures made by the
committee. These reports may be published in the BCSA newsletter. Additional written reports shall be provided
to the Board as requested.
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ARTICLE VI Discipline

Section 1 American Kennel Club Suspension. Any member who is suspended from the privileges of The
American Kennel Club automatically shall be suspended from the privileges of this Club for a like period.

Section 2 Charges. Any member may prefer charges against a member for alleged misconduct prejudicial to the
best interests of the Club or the breed. Written charges with specifications must be filed in duplicate with the
Corresponding Secretary together with a deposit of $20.00 which shall be forfeited if such charges are not
sustained by the Board or by a Committee of not less than three members of the Board following a hearing. The
Corresponding Secretary shall promptly send a copy of the charges to each member of the Board or present them
at a Board meeting, and the Board shall first consider whether the actions alleged in the charges, if proven, might
constitute conduct prejudicial to the best interests of the Club. If the Board considers that the charges do not
allege conduct which would be prejudicial to the best interests of the club or the breed it may refuse to entertain
jurisdiction. If the Board entertains jurisdiction of the charges it shall fix a date of a hearing by the Board or
Committee not less than 3 weeks nor more than 6 weeks thereafter. The Corresponding Secretary shall promptly
send one copy of the charges to the accused member by certified mail together with a notice of the hearing and
an assurance that the defendant may personally appear in his or her own defense and bring witnesses if he or
she wishes.

Section 3 Board Hearing. The Board shall have complete authority to decide whether counsel may attend the
hearing, but both complainant and defendant shall be treated uniformly in that regard. If the charges are
sustained, after hearing all the evidence and testimony presented by the complainant and the defendant, the
Board may, by majority vote of those present, reprimand or suspend the defendant from all privileges of the Club
for a period of time not to exceed one year from the date of the hearing. If it deems that punishment insufficient, it
may also recommend to the membership that the penalty be expulsion. In this case, the defendant has the right to
appear before his fellow members at the ensuing Club meeting which considers the Board's recommendation.
Immediately after the Board's decision, its findings shall be put into written form and filed with the Recording
Secretary. The Corresponding Secretary will notify each party of the Board's decision and penalty, if any.

Section 4 Expulsion. Expulsion of a member from the Club may be accomplished only at the annual meeting of
the Club following a Board hearing and upon the Board's recommendation as provided in Section 3 of this Article.
Notice shall be given no more than 60 days but not less than 30 days before the annual meeting, and no written
communications with any bearing on the hearing will be sent to the members of the Club by any party, save the
official notice sent by the Corresponding Secretary that expulsion of the member will be before the membership at
a meeting, and giving the time and date of that meeting. The defendant shall have the privilege of presenting
his/her case, though no new evidence shall be taken. The President shall state the charges and the Board's
findings and recommendation, and shall invite the defendant, if present, to speak in his/her own behalf if he/she
wishes. The members shall then vote by secret ballot on the proposed expulsion. A two-thirds vote of those
present and voting shall be necessary for expulsion. If expulsion is not so voted, the Board's suspension shall
stand.

ARTICLE VII Amendments

Section 1 Amendments to the Constitution and By-laws and the Standard for the breed may be proposed by the
Board of Directors or by written petition addressed to the Corresponding Secretary signed by twenty percent of
the membership in good standing. Amendments proposed by such petition shall be promptly considered by the
Board of Directors and must be submitted to the members with the recommendations of the Board by the
Corresponding Secretary for a vote within three months of the date when the petition was received by the
Corresponding Secretary.

Section 2 The Constitution and By-laws or the Standard for the breed may be amended at any time provided a
copy of the proposed amendment has been mailed by the Corresponding Secretary to each member, who on the
date of the mailing is a member in good standing, accompanied by a ballot on which a choice for or against the
action to be taken shall be indicated. Dual envelope procedures described in Article IV, Section 4(d) shall be
followed in handling such ballots to assure secrecy of the vote. Notice with such ballot shall specify a date not
less than 30 days after the date postmarked by which date the ballots must be returned to the Recording
Secretary in order to be certified for counting. The favorable vote of 2/3 of the ballots received within the time limit
shall be required to effect any such amendment.



CONSTITUTION AND BY LAWS – Page Seven

Section 3 No amendment to the Constitution and By-laws, or to the Standard for the breed, that is adopted by the
Club shall become effective until it has been approved by the Board of Directors of the American Kennel Club.

ARTICLE VIII Dissolution

Section 1 The Club may be dissolved at any time by the written consent of not less than two-thirds of the
members. In the event of the dissolution of the Club other than for purposes of reorganization whether voluntary
or involuntary or by operation of law, none of the property of the Club nor any proceeds thereof nor any assets of
the Club shall be distributed to any members of the Club, but after payment of the debts of the Club, its residual
assets shall be turned over to one or more organizations for the benefit of dogs which are exempt as described in
Section 501(c)(3) and 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as amended, or to the federal, state or
local government for exclusive public purposes.

ARTICLE IX

Section 1 At meetings of the Club, the order of business, so far as the character and nature of the meeting may
permit, shall be as follows:

Roll call
Minutes of last meeting
Report of President
Report of Corresponding Secretary
Report of Treasurer
Reports of Committees
Unfinished Business
New Business
Announcements
Adjournment.

Section 2 At meetings of the Board of Directors, the order of business, unless otherwise directed by a majority
vote of those present, shall be as follows:

Reading of minutes of last meeting
Report of Corresponding Secretary
Report of Treasurer
Report of Committees
Unfinished Business
New Business
Adjournment.

ARTICLE X Parliamentary Authority

Section 1 The rules contained in the current edition of Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall govern the
Club in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with the By-laws and any
other special rules of order the Club may adopt.

Revised and Approved October 12, 2002



CLUB INFORMATION

MISSION OF THE BCSA

The mission of the Border Collie Society of America (BCSA) is to preserve and enhance the integrity of
the Border Collie through promoting responsible breeding and ownership, to preserve the working
attributes and intelligence of the breed, to prevent exploitation and abuse of the breed, and promote a
spirit of encouragement and learning for the membership in all Border Collie activities, including but not
limited to: herding, obedience, agility, conformation, tracking, companion dogs, flyball, and therapy
dogs.

Our vision is a united national club that spans the interests and activities of all the membership. Our
aim for tomorrow is a country where Border Collies are bred by responsible, knowledgeable breeders
and owned by a fancy well-versed in the breed and committed to its care and betterment. We welcome
members from all walks of life and envision a membership as diverse as the activities in which they are
engaged. With support and education offered to all in their equally worthy endeavors, we strive for our
primary goal: A future where no Border Collie goes unwanted.

HISTORY OF THE BCSA

The BCSA began in the Fall of 1990 as a very loose group of friends in Louisville, Kentucky. This
group foresaw the fact that the Border Collie would eventually be AKC-recognized and wanted to be
ready for this inevitability. In March of 1993, the club ran its first advertisement in Front and Finish, and
incorporated in April of 1993. At the time of incorporation, the BCSA had only ten members. By the
end of 1993, the BCSA had fifty members.

The BCSA grew to become the Border Collie club which supported the activities of all Border Collie
owners. It rapidly developed educational programs and began to organize local Border Collie events
across the country. During 1994 and 1995, the BCSA grew dramatically, reaching a current
membership of over 400 members.

In 1995, the BCSA implemented its own herding program, developed programs and materials to assist
AKC-approved breed judges in learning more about Border Collies, and established databases
containing information on genetic diseases in Border Collies. It also sponsored AKC- style matches
which allowed Border Collie owners to gain experience in conformation showing and allowed AKC-
approved judges who are interested in learning more about the breed an opportunity to examine our
dogs.

MEMBERSHIP OF THE BCSA

The membership of the BCSA represents the broad interests of Border Collie owners in the United
States and includes obedience, herding, agility, tracking, flyball, and conformation enthusiasts. Many of
our members are also AKC-approved judges, AKC representatives and active members of AKC-
affiliated clubs. The majority of our members are involved in more than one dog-related activity and
frequently represent the active nucleus of dog exhibitors that are the backbone of local dog clubs. As
mentioned above, we currently have over 400 members representing 344 households in 40 states.

PHILOSOPHY OF THE BCSA

The BCSA's philosophy is to protect the Border Collie as a versatile dog with a strong work ethic. This
protection must begin with an understanding, appreciation, and promotion of the principle definitive trait
of the breed, which is its uncanny herding instinct. In doing so, the BCSA will not lose sight of the
importance of structural soundness and health. Focus will always be on the education about and
elimination of hereditary genetic defects that have been propagated due to poor breeding practices.
BCSA education will not end there, but will also include buyer, owner, and breeder guidance. A strong
Code of Ethics will be enforced, and National Rescue is already underway.
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BCSA GOALS

1. Maintain the Border Collie's outstanding herding instinct and ability.
2. Support the rights of Border Collie owners to pursue any activity they wish.
3. Develop a rigorous BCSA herding program. The Club shall issue awards and titles to deserving

dogs.
4. Promote Border Collie Rescue.
5. Educate potential Border Collie purchasers regarding the activity level and intelligence of the breed.
6. Educate Border Collie breeders on their responsibilities to the breed and concerning genetic

problems.
7. Organize a national Border Collie specialty.
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Please sign and mail the Application along with the membership fee to Kathy Sours, BCSA Membership Chair,
3821 W Charter Oak Rd, Peoria, IL 61615. Your sponsor must complete and mail the Sponsorship Form in
order for your application to be processed. If you choose not to type your information, it is extremely
important that you print legibly. Thank you.
I agree to: Comply with the attached Code of Ethics of the Border Collie Society of America. To support the
Constitution and Bylaws of the Border Collie Society of America. To strive to fulfill the Mission and Vision of the
Border Collie Society of America.

Applicant's Signature: _______________________________________________

Applicant's Signature (if household):____________________________________

Meeting Notices-check one: YES – Send BCSA meeting notifications via e-mail.
NO – Send BCSA meeting notifications via US mail.

National Specialty Premium List-check one: YES – Mail my National Specialty Premium List.
NO – Do not mail Premium List. I will view on BCSA site.

MEMBERSHIP TYPE (check one):
$50 Single $60 Household $15 Junior $60 Affiliate Club
$75 Foreign Single Foreign Household

Note: Memberships must be renewed
annually. Juniors must be age 10 to less
than 18 years and are non-voting
members..

APPLICANT INFORMATION:
NOTE: ALL FIELDS MUST BE COMPLETED IN ORDER FOR THE APPLICATION TO BE PROCESSED.

Applicant Name:

Applicant Name
(if household):

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Contact Info:

Telephone
- -

E-Mail

Your sponsor:

Each application must be sponsored by a BCSA member in good standing and a
Sponsorship Form submitted.

(BCSA Use: Rec'd: ______________ Submitted: ______________ Approved: _______________)

PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION TO HELP US GET TO KNOW YOU BETTER.

CANINE INFORMATION:

Breeds owned:

Number of years in Border Collies: Current Number of Border Collies:

Number of Border Collies litters bred in the past three years:

Areas of Interest (Agility conformation, herding, obedience, etc. - list all that apply.)

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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Titles (list highest title in each category and number of titles at that level, OTCh-3 for example):

Year you last competed in an AKC event: any canine event:

PERSONAL INFORMATION:

Current occupation:

Special Skills:

Areas of Club related activity in which you would like to become involved:

Committees on which you would like to serve:

Are you an approved judge for any canine activity?

If yes, which activity and which organization? (Herding - AKC for example.)

Are you a member of any Border Collie rescue organization?

If yes, list organization:

(YOUR SPONSOR MUST COMPLETE SPONSORSHIP FORM NEXT PAGE)



SPONSORSHIP FORM

In order to sponsor a prospective member, you must be a BCSA member in good standing. You should complete
and sign the Sponsorship Form below and mail it directly to the Membership Chair before the applicant's
membership will be considered. ALL FIELDS MUST BE COMPLETED IN ORDER FOR THE APPLICATION TO
BE PROCESSED.

The Membership Application may be printed directly from the BCSA website. If this is not possible for the
applicant, contact the Membership Chair to have one mailed to the applicant.

Please type or print clearly both the person you are sponsoring and your information in the fields below, sign and
mail to: BCSA Membership Chair - Kathy Sours - 3821 W Charter Oak Rd - Peoria, IL 61615.

APPLICANT INFORMATION:

Person Sponsoring:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Contact Info:

Telephone
- -

E-Mail

Other:In order for the Board to consider this member's application, write a brief paragraph
or two to tell us something about this applicant; such as why you think this person(s)
would be an asset to the BCSA. Use reverse side if needed.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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SPONSOR INFORMATION:

Your Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Contact Info:

Telephone
- -

E-Mail

I certify that I am a member in good standing of BCSA and I wish to sponsor the person(s) listed above for
membership in BCSA.

Signed: ____________________________________________ Date: _____________


